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Women in 
science
in the Wild 

Oysters team!

DIANE LEISHMAN – PROJECT 
ASSISTANT (FIRTH OF CLYDE)

CELINE GAMBLE – PROJECT MANAGER  
(ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON)

MARIA HAYDEN-HUGHES – LOCAL PROJECT 
OFFICER (CONWY BAY)

KAREN STEWART – PROJECT 
ASSISTANT (TYNE & WEAR)

JENNY MURRAY – SENIOR RESTORATION 
PROJECT MANAGER (BLUE)



• to learn amazing oyster facts

• to describe an oyster reef

• to understand an oyster food web

• to understand the reasons for decline in oysters

• to understand the benefits of oysters

• to explore ways to help our ocean

Learning objectives



What does 
the sea mean 

to you?



Home to more than 90% of life 
on Earth. 

Oceans can absorb 1/3 of our 
carbon dioxide emissions… 



Spotted along our 
coastline …



What is happening to 
our seas?

(Over)fishing
Plastic

Pollution
Sewage

Habitat destruction/Trawling
Ocean acidification (due to climate change)

Deep sea mining



What is 
happening in 
the North 
Sea? 



Oyster facts

Oysters are molluscs, like 
snails.

They live in large groups that FORM REEFS, a bit 
like coral reefs! 

Bivalves have two shells.

Live at coast – not deep 
water 



What does an oyster 
look like? 



What does an oyster look like? 

The hinge

The gills

The mantle

Intestine & stomach

The abductor muscle

The heart

Hard outer shell



Globally

UK

India

Brazil

China

France
Credit: Our Sea Our Life

Mozambique





European Native Oyster 
Ostrea edulis

One species of oyster 
native to the UK



Native 
Oysters in 

the UK



Have declined by 95% in 

the last 200 years

Oyster day in 1835- The arrival of the first oysters of the year at 
Billingsgate fish market. Oysters were very popular food as 
they were so cheap – you could buy around 4 for 1 penny. 

Oysters have now practically 
disappeared due to - overharvesting, 

pollution and habitat loss. 

Map from 1883



Amazing

Oysters!



Can live for up 

to 15 years!

All oysters are born 

male, then change 

between male and 

female throughout 

their lives

Each adult female can produce around 

1 million babies per year!

One oyster can 

clean 200 litres

of water per day!

They create 

habitats for 

other living 

things

Absorb carbon 

from the air 

into shell. 

Heats the 
planet

Makes our 
waters 
more acidic



One oyster can clean 

200 litres of water 

per day!



Oyster 
filtering

Native 

oysters



They create 

habitats for other 

living things.



Native oysters form reefs…



…our UK equivalent to coral reefs!



Ecosystem engineers

Habitat 

a place where an organism lives

Ecosystem
a habitat and all the living things in it





Biodiversity

Biodiversity 
variety of life

97
species!



Oysters can help 

humans too!



Oysters are secret



Amazing
Oyster
Bingo





Oyster
food web



Oyster food web



Oyster food web



Oyster food web



Oyster food web
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Oyster food web



Oyster food web



Oysters need our
help…

they are on the path to…

extinction.

95% of oysters in 
the sea have died 

out. 



How do 
we help? 



We are 
returning 

oysters back 
into the sea. 



Prawn Eel

Fish
Crab

Starfish



Wild Oyster Project 
locations

With the support of our local delivery 
partners, we have established three 
restoration hubs across the UK to recover the 
native oysters and the services they provide.



Firth of Clyde



Tyne & Wear



Conwy Bay



How can you help?









Other ways to help …

Share 
stories

Clean up!

Work together

https://image.shutterstock.com/z/stock-photo-three-children-putting-items-into-recycle-bin-29785636.jpg


Visit us!
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Oyster 
Quiz



Questions? 
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